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“eh, 18: With all-poaeriul
oal lobhy in the country
most gelting permission (o
g0y fior * mining”™ of
akhks of hectares of Torest
as in Chhattisgarh and
harkhand, emvironmenial-
stx  have soumndsd - alamm
s abow an impending
replogical disaster. “Indua
in general and Tamdl Nadu
particular will see the
roury crossing all previ-

Mamil MNadu will caich a
okl =aid [r. MNanditha
orishna., molesl eavironmen-
alist and directior, CFR
imvironmental | Education
enine, Chenmnai.
Mr G.M. Pillah, direcior
encral, World Institute of
Esustaanable Bnergy, Pune, a
lobal think-tank on renew-
bl ENergy, peamted oint that
ministry of environmen
forest haad declared the
03 coal blocks under
orests a5 ‘no-go-zones’ for
| mainimg. “But the ooal
h:, 11'|;|n:|;_§¢|.1 bix et the
sivé tramsfermed 1o a group
[ ministers and the Flan-
ing Commission has come
up with a suggestion for
‘phased mining' . Whether it

Dvr. Manditha Krishna

“Coal-based power
projects have been
termed ‘factories of
death’ because of
amout of carbon
dioxide they emit”

G M. Pillal

Direcion genami, YWord
Institule of Sustainable
Ensbrgy, Puna

s phased of usweal mining,
the resulis ane the same.
India 15 in for a majpor eco-
logical. disaster,” Mr Pilla
1odid Decean Chroaicle.

He s3id the constructon 1_|-l'
the hydro power progect in
Kerala's Idukki dastrict in
1975 led 1o Irequenl mon-
soom failares. “Kernla was a
rain-surphus  stabe,  The
destruction of rain forests in
Idukki is the reason for the
s1ane bn:u.'nmin,p. a min-
deficin state,” sawd Mr Pillai.

According to Dr Knshna
and Dr Anvudal Mambi of

hhattisgarh climate
hange can hit Chennai

M. Swaminathan
Research Foandation,
Chennai, cufting down

trees, even if it is fnoem a (K
metre reich, would be sui-

_cidal. “The areas they are

planning 10 mine arc dense
jungles with ial water
wiirces, sald Dy Mambd, an
cxpert in climale. scighoes,
He sapd any kind of mining
would be like opeffg a
Pandora’s Box.

Mr Fillai pointed out tha
coal-hased power projects
have been termed ' factones
of death™ becamse of the
amount of carbon dwoxede
they emit. “Sadly, the cxpert
commitiee appeanted by the
Unien  government 1o
evolve a low carbon strabegy
for inclusive growth in
India, too, has come ou
with a report which is sup-
portive of the coal kebby
Even a& & consortium of
companies has formed a
strategy  to hamess  and
transpon solar energy from
Afvica - and transport  the
power 1o Baropesn coun-
iries. in India we are vel b
formulaie an sction plan on
o war-footing to exrgut the
sun.” he said, sdding that
coal-powensd |I!1:i-;m:|:|
power stations would put
the country in mne trouble
because of high emission
levels.



